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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The recent election had caused a spree of negative sentiments created by various 
political and opinion leaders as well as the media. These had led to a sense of 
uncertainties and even fear among Malaysians on the future of this nation. 

Therefore intellectual, non-partisan forums and discussions such as this not only offered 
a platform for ordinary Malaysians to have their voices heard but also extended new 
arrays of hope and optimism.  

A few issues were highlighted during the forum discussion. First is on reclaiming the 
space for the freedom of expression. Youths today are more prone to protests and 
going to rallies partly because there’s virtually no space where youths can voice out 
their concerns openly.  

The advancement of the internet and technology meant that the younger generation is 
more in tuned with the global and local realities, they are less influenced by partisan, 
communal politics, instead are more concerned with issues like inequality, freedom of 
speech and social injustice. 

On the other hand, the issue of polarization within our complex, intertwined society 
cannot be solved overnight, though it is important to look at the bigger picture. 
Therefore, there ought to be efforts to re-examine and understand the political power 
and social structure that reinforce polarization.  

The biggest challenge in our society is to education our larger population into mature 
thinking society with deeper understanding of our complex and multi-dimensional history 
and heritage. Hence, it is also important to revisit our education philosophy in order for 
us to move towards a developed nation mindset. Education should play a key role in 
restoring humanity and wisdom, as well as embracing diversity, eventually 
strengthening the Malaysian identity.  

On the other hand, the media should uphold its integrity against self-censorship and 
bias reporting. In doing so, it is important to ensure that there is media freedom and 
pluralism across social and political contexts. Such freedom can only be protected 
where there’s good governance and ethical practices within the government. For that 
reason, civil societies could play a central role in education society and being the ‘check 
and balance’ for the government. 
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) Uphold Freedom of Expression 

The government should recognize that it is a fundamental right of citizens to 
exercise their freedom of expression, as stated in the United Nations’ Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.  

The rise of political interest and awareness among the younger generation meant 
that youths have moved beyond communal politics as they seek for higher 
aspirations for the nation such as integrity, justice, freedom, etc. Henceforth, 
Government should actively engage with the people by provide different 
channels and platforms for society to address their thoughts and concerns, 
especially among the youths. 

The government should also take steps in ensuring the right of freedom of media 
if it is serious in moving the nation forward. The media should have the right for 
freedom of opinion or information. Likewise, Journalists and editors should 
uphold the media’s integrity by committing to providing balanced, unbiased 
content for their news or analysis, rather than sensationalizing news or spinning 
propaganda.  
 

2) Revisit our Education Philosophy 

The government should rethink our education philosophy towards understanding 
the needs and concerns of our education system instead of creating ad hoc 
policies year after year. In nurturing and educating Malaysians to be part of a 
mature thinking, compassionate society, education should be about developing 
critical thinking and instilling humanistic values into young people rather than 
gearing them for a rat race towards personal success and materialism.  

Also, education should not be a system that segregates, but a space that 
encourages diversity to strengthen solidarity and shared aspirations among all 
Malaysians. 
 

3) Address Polarization 

Polarization is a complex issue that requires a deeper, comprehensive 
understanding of its root causes. The nation needs to seek for new narratives to 
inform its political, economic and social system, especially in dealing with issues 
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which cuts across cultures like social injustice and inequalities. Therefore,  there 
ought to be a critical re-examination of our history, especially the period towards 
independence where the different races strove side by side to achieve 
independence. This can only be done if citizens can ask questions and discuss 
issues in open, democratic spaces without fear. This will encourage better 
relationship-building among neighbours and communities without discrimination 
and prejudice. 

 

SUMMARY OF MAIN PRESENTATIONS 

Media Freedom & Creating New Narratives 

Kamarul Bahrin Haron, Executive Editor of Astro Awani 

The speaker is saddened by the trend where people are focusing on the medium itself 
than on the power of the content. He believed that journalism can never be separated 
from the daily aspirations of the nation. In dreaming and achieving of a better Malaysia, 
the speaker agreed that we must source and look at new narratives to fit into the new 
era yet respecting the nation's history and long heritage.  

Eddin Khoo, Founder and Director of PUSAKA 

The speaker emphasized that the nation is undergoing a situation in which he 
contextualized and described as 'the rot'. He highlighted that when Dato’ Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim was sacked from his position as the Deputy Prime Minister in 1998, a whole 
group of brilliant and thinking journalists left the media due to the tightening and control 
on media freedom and stringent media policies being enforced. He discussed that 
everybody, be it editors or journalists, should be wary and careful in framing words into 
context. As such, he also gave the example that the term “Chinese Tsunami” coined by 
the Prime Minister will henceforth set the tone for politics for the next three to five years 
to come. In addition, the speaker claimed that everyone has the right to be angry yet we 
need to be wise and put into consideration how we can channel our anger into 
something productive to the nation.  

Ahmad Fuad Rahmat, Managing Editor of Projek Dialog 

The speaker agreed with Khoo's concept of 'the rot' and addressed that the fear-
mongering that is seen in the reporting of the mainstream media and ruling government 
has repeatedly throbbed the people. He stressed that there are many causes behind 
these appeals of fear. He highlighted several questions such as: Who actually has 
power in this country? Who owns the national wealth? Are we currently experiencing the 
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(fearful) residues of the older days' sentiments? Citizens with full rights versus the 
foreigners (pendatang)?  

The speaker concluded that the people are being angry because they want answers to 
these questions which cannot be answered till today. He believed that we need to have 
high maturity in our thinking so as to answer these questions clearly; and that it is not 
just about getting our perspectives across but also the right to be heard which is a 
fundamental recognition to citizenship rights.  

 

Rise of Political Interest in the Younger Generation 

Ahmad Fuad Rahmat, Managing Editor of Projek Dialog 

The speaker observed that the country is undergoing a transition and that there are 
plenty of great potentials and opportunities, at the same time there are also many risks 
and uncertainties that are dangerous and can sway us. From the recently concluded 
GE13, it is observed that youths today are more politically infested. In general, they 
want to be recognized as part of the stakeholders of the nation; they want to be heard, 
and be seen as political agents. They are no longer beholden to the traditional thinking 
ways of the older generation.  

In fact, today’s youths reject fear-mongering, corruption, money politics among other 
narratives. The speaker also described that the rise of the younger generation 
disregarding their diverse cultural backgrounds, ethnicity, skin colors are as though they 
are currently bonded through a shared enemy.  

Kamarul Bahrin Haron, Executive Editor Astro Awani 

The speaker agreed with Fuad on the accounts of the younger generation today is 
showing more concern in political interest and wanting to be accounted as the nation's 
stakeholders. He observed that the queue during GE13 is much longer as compared to 
the previous elections due to the Gen-Y’s turning up in full-force to vote. However, the 
speaker also presented his resentment that although the Gen-Y's today reflected more 
interests and concern to politics, they are also seen to join political rallies and loud in 
making demands; these younger generation however did not voice up their ideas and 
thoughts in public and educational forums conducted in universities.  

Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin, Deputy Director-General, Institut Kefahaman Islam 
Malaysia (IKIM) 

In agreement to Kamarul, the speaker expressed her disappointment to students in the 
varsities not being engaging and loud in making their ideas and thoughts heard via 
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lectures, forums or other educational platforms being provided, despite efforts on 
encouraging them to do so. She felt that the students or the Gen-Y's should be more 
proactive and speak up when given the right channel and platform to voice out their 
thoughts but not take to the extreme and offensive by making demands at street rallies.  

 

Education for the Future's Betterment 

Kamarul Bahrin Haron, Executive Editor Astro Awani 

The speaker believed that time has come for everyone to exchange views, especially 
the Gen-Y's; and it is essential for them to acknowledge how education benefits them. 
He quoted that we have to stop asking what the education can do for us, rather we have 
to find out the mechanism and what we can achieve (for the betterment of the nation) 
with education.  

Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin, Deputy Director-General, Institut Kefahaman Islam 
Malaysia (IKIM) 

The speaker questioned about what the “standard curriculum” is and whether what is 
being set as the standard will definitely promote success. She believed that education 
should be further demystified as there are too many questions shrouding the “standard 
curriculum”. The speaker therefore concluded that it is crucial for both educators and 
the students on the receiving end to understand their current standing before venturing 
forth.  

Maverick Foo, Founder of Kickstart.my 

The speaker believed that one should not study or sit for exams for educational 
qualifications but rather study because he or she wanted to; only then the education 
received will be useful and has a meaning to it. He emphasized that the contents 
captured in the books are the efforts people strive for in the past; therefore for the 
knowledge to be passed down in the future, it is essential for us to do something good 
now itself so that while we inspire others, we are inspiring ourselves as well.  

Ahmad Fuad Rahmat, Managing Editor of Projek Dialog 

The speaker expressed his disappointment that schools today should not have applied 
segregation system and that students should be allowed to explore across different 
boundaries. He felt that education should be about building solidarity but it has become 
a rat race in defining racial identities. He also felt that education should step away from 
this rat race altogether in order for the nation to move forward and benefit from quality 
education which do not further promote racial and social polarization.  
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Political, Social, Racial Polarization and Moving Forward 

Eddin Khoo, Founder and Director of PUSAKA 

The speaker articulated that 'polarizations' can also be seen from the ramifications of 
the effects of the past elections. He viewed that many people demanding for change yet 
they do not know what kind of change they want, nor do they want to engage in 
conversations to push for the changes. He highlighted that the new generation wanted 
to be more politically active yet the awareness (on the nation's history, past happenings, 
etc.) are sadly lacking; and there is a confusion especially concerning the use of social 
media, as what the speaker expressed as “information does not equivalent to 
knowledge”.  

He also condemned the act of racial politics practiced by mainstream media such as 
Utusan Melayu to be rude and contributing to both racial and political polarization, 
leading to the phenomenon of what he termed as 'the rot'. Spins and catch phrases 
have become somewhat common and he observed that there is a lack of will to begin 
addressing the issue of polarization and racial issues that arises. The speaker 
emphasized that we need the elements of sanity and clarity in addressing polarization, 
however the maturity level is still lacking and incomplete. 

The speaker stressed that in moving forward, one should first re-look the past and 
understand the history which is very complex and has many dimensions; only then we 
will be able to seek renewal. He believed that we should re-look the nation's 
constituency and that due to the lacking of fundamental assurance, we must be allowed 
to have space for democracy to sink in.  

Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin, Deputy Director-General, Institut Kefahaman Islam 
Malaysia (IKIM) 

The speaker stressed that it is crucial to understand and find out what are the different 
viewpoints of others; and that polarization is not just a Malaysian problem but a 
universal issue. She believed that if things have gone wrong then everyone is at fault 
and played a role. The speaker preferred the concept of mapping polarization, in which 
questions pertaining to polarization are being listed down to have a better 
understanding of the scenario. Who is feeling ill and being polarized? Where did 
polarization occur? What are the divided viewpoints?  

The speaker highlighted that as part of our psychological baggage, people do not 
question the fundamentals; however when a group begin to challenge these 
fundamentals then it is high time to map down these differences in opinions and the 
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scenario should be handled with emotional intelligence. She felt that more dialogues 
sessions and communication is necessary for each and every individual to understand 
and see from different perspectives and stand points. The speaker believed that by 
compiling all these various thoughts and opinions, we may be able to generate fresh 
ideas in tackling the issues of polarization.  

The speaker also quoted that “there is so much of information, but not enough 
knowledge. There is so much of knowledge, but not enough wisdom.” Therefore, she 
concluded that understanding and having respect to each other is the key to begin 
addressing the complex issue of polarization and for the nation to move forward.  

Maverick Foo, Founder of Kickstart.my 

The speaker agreed with Prof. Azizan that in striving for peace and addressing the 
issues of polarization, it is crucial to look at both sides of the coin. It is important to find 
out what the other person is thinking about for effective communication to take place. 
The speaker advocated that the issue of polarization should be acknowledged and 
understood and then the nation should move on and focus on what can be done 
because achieving peace and national unity is the utmost intention.  

Ahmad Fuad Rahmat, Managing Editor of Projek Dialog 

The speaker observed that racial and religious sentiments has somewhat invaded our 
daily lifestyles thus widening the gap of social and racial polarization. He gave the 
examples of people being hesitant to invite non-Muslim friends for gatherings and that 
one has to go to extreme lengths to check on food served being halal or not, people 
receiving charitable donations also tend to wonder whether the source of money being 
halal etc. in which back in the older days these sentiments are not issues at all. The 
speaker articulated that racial polarization has invaded our social spaces and that 
irresponsible political parties are exploiting these sentiments to their advantage by fear-
mongering the public. He felt that the layers of trust between the members of the society 
have turned into fear for each other.  

The speaker strongly feels that we should be focusing on relationship-building to 
addressing the matter of polarization. One should always take initiatives and be curious 
about others, with curiosity comes understanding, with understanding then trust is built 
rather than suspicions.  

Kamarul Bahrin Haron, Executive Editor Astro Awani 

The speaker highlighted that each individual played a different role and that we should 
pave our ways to a better tomorrow for the nation depending on our capabilities. He 
believed that polarization must be acknowledged and that changes should take place 
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from now, slowly but surely to address these imperfections that hinder the betterment of 
the nation.  

 

SUMMARY OF AUDIENCE COMMENTS 

Embrace Diversity: Each and every race deserved to be credited for the nation's 
success. Regrettably, unity in the past was stronger and has dwindled today. This is 
due to the fact that the norms that are being practiced today such as bias reporting, 
virtues of speech being neglected in public speaking, etc. are hindering the process 
towards moving forward. Moreover, there is a lack of common understanding among the 
people today.  

Therefore in moving the nation forward, we should promote and encourage better 
understanding and higher acceptance to multiculturalism and multilingualism among 
Malaysians. It is also important to tackle the issue of polarization beyond racial context 
and instead we should advocate cross communal issues such as social justice and 
equality. 

Youths Trends: Today’s Gen-Y are not losing respect for the older generation but 
rather losing respect for the power on top (eg. the government) and irresponsible parties 
that are instilling fear in the people. Youth are more concerned with issues that cut 
across partisan politics such as good governance, social justice, and democracy. 
Youths should be given a voice to express themselves rather than to suppress their 
thoughts.  
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APPENDIX 

Attachment 1 

OUR PLEDGE FOR UNITY AND PEACE 

We, will together pledge to do our part as Malaysians: 

 
1. To create an environment where everyone can live peacefully with our 

neighbours of diverse race, religion and culture without the feeling of distrust or 
hatred, 
 

2. To strive for quality and well-rounded education, as well as providing positive 
environment for the children of this nation to be good leaders of tomorrow, 
 

3. To promote dialogue rather than violence, to speak with respect and wisdom, 
and avoid insults and being judgmental to others. 
 

4. To be a leader that 'walk the talk' and live for the greater good, putting nation and 
society above self. 
 

5. To be proud to call ourselves as Malaysians regardless of colour and creed, and 
together we stand resolutely for peace and unity. 
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Attachment 2 

FORUM ARTICLE REPORT 

THE CULTURE OF DIALOGUE FOR A BETTER MALAYSIA 

By Nor Arlene Tan, Research & Strategy, GPFM  

Recently GPF Malaysia held our first GPF Dialogue at University of Malaya on 23rd 
May 2013. Entitled “Moving Forward: Dream of a Better Malaysia”, GPF Malaysia 
partnered with Projek Dialog and University of Malaya to host this forum which was 
attended by about 100 participants.  

The Forum is timely as the current climate in this country has been filled with negative 
sentiments and uncertainties. It is imperative for ordinary Malaysians, whom are beyond 
the rhetoric of race and religion to rise above political differences and move forward 
Malaysia towards a better future. 

The forum is based on an open dialogue concept, where speakers and the audience are 
encouraged to express their views freely amid respectfully. Among the speakers 
attended were Kamarul Bahrin Haron, Executive Editor of Astro Awani, Ahmad Fuad 
Rahmat,  Managing Editor of Projek Dialog, Prof Datin Dr. Azizan bt Baharuddin, 
Deputy Director of Institut Kefahaman Islam Malaysia (IKIM), Eddin Khoo, writer and 
cultural activist, and Maverick Foo, Founder of KickStart.my. K. Puniamurthy of 
University of Malaya moderated the forum.  

The hall were lively with conversations. The dialogue opened confessions of a wounded 
Malaysia and the dire need to move forward. “We are experiencing a rot. The wounds 
we are harbouring were created by fear mongering from the mainstream media.” said 
Ahmad Fuad Rahmat. Eddin Khoo also emphasised that, “We can only move forward 
when we can candidly look at the past. There needs to be a lot of re-thinking for 
renewal.”  

Even among the audience there were voices of anger and desperation for change, but 
there were also voices of optimism and reason. “We can differ in opinions but we must 
still respect each other. The way forward is to understand and listen to each other”, said  
Dr Azizan. One of the younger audience, Ihsan Hassan, told that the younger 
generation are beyond the status quo of power structure, they are seeking for new 
channels or avenues to voice up and move forward. 

Towards the end of the forum, it was evident that Malaysians are prepared to move 
forward as a nation. The forum ended with a “Pledge of Peace and Unity” among the 
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speakers and audience. The pledge highlighted 10-point pledge for Malaysians to take 
on a collective responsibility to create a better Malaysia. 

In  GPF Dialogue, we believe in spreading values to society beyond the forum itself. 
Video interviews were conducted among the audience to capture their thoughts for this 
nation. In fact, both the forum and the video interviews will be shot and uploaded to 
Youtube. The forum will also be documented in a report and given to relevant 
authorities.  

The dialogue is the first of a series of dialogues that GPF Dialogue will be holding this 
year. GPF Dialogue is created as a platform to cultivate the culture of peace and 
dialogue among people. As a non-partisan movement, GPF Dialogue stirs frank, open 
discussion on issues that impact society via multi-pronged engagement with the 
government, private sectors, and civil societies. we believe a positive movement starts 
with real conversations especially among the younger generation of today. 
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Attachment 3 

PROGRAMME 

“MOVING FORWARD: DREAM OF A BETTER MALAYSIA”  
 

Date: 23 May 2013 
Time: 9.30AM to 12.30PM 
Venue: Auditorium, Faculty of Built Environment, University of Malaya 
 

Abstract: 

After the recent GE13, there have been continuous negative sentiments created by 
various political and opinion leaders as well as media. This has caused concerns, 
uncertainties and even fear among Malaysians on the future of this nation.  

A forum It is therefore crucial to offer higher perspectives and strengthen our solidarity 
based on our common aspiration to create a united Malaysia for our next generation. 
Hence, as non-partisan organisations, Global Peace Festival (GPF) Malaysia, 
supported by Projek Dialog and University of Malaya are organising this forum that 
serves as a platform for discussion, listening to the concerns of the Malaysian 
community as well as providing a larger perspectives on the way forward.  

This forum will get together concerned Malaysians from NGOs, academic sectors, 
corporate sectors, entertainment industry and media collectively to identify opportunities 
amidst challenges in creating a better future for Malaysia.  

The Forum hopes to be the platform for positive voices to speak their minds. 

Moderator:  Mr K Puniamurthy, Senior Principal Assistant Registrar, University of 
Malaya (UM) 

Panelists:  Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin, Deputy Director-General of Institut 
Kefahaman Islam    Malaysia (IKIM) 

Kamarul Bahrin Haron, Executive Editor of Astro Awani 

Eddin Khoo, Founder-Director of PUSAKA 

Maverick Foo, Founder of Kickstart.my 

Ahmad Fuad Rahmat, Managing Editor of Projek Dialog 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ABOUT GPF DIALOGUE 

GPF Dialogue is a neutral, non-partisan platform to promote the culture of peace and dialogue among 
ordinary Malaysians. GPF Dialogue encourages positive discussion on important issues, providing long 
term solutions and impactful ideas. We focus on multi-pronged engagement with the government, private 
sectors, civil societies and the public at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


